Unit History of the 

2ND US Cavalry / 9TH VA Cavalry
Reenactment Group
(Written by Craig Beachler)
The unit’s origin was June 8, 1991. Several cavalrymen from various CS mounted units joined together to form a new unit with the idea of unit teamwork instead of individual direction. The new group picked an identity from several cavalry units known to operate in their geographical area during the civil war. The 5TH Virginia Cavalry was chosen as the unit identity. After much research, it was found that very little reliable documentation existed on the 5TH.

By October of 1991, the unit was beginning to form a secondary impression as the 2ND US Cavalry Co. A. Cavalry units were starting to grow on the East Coast during that time and nearly all were of CS impression. As a result, there were virtually no US cavalry present at reenactments in the mid-Atlantic area. The 2ND US impression opened many previously closed doors to the unit. During September 1992, the CS impression was changed to the 9TH Virginia Co. D because of a working relationship with the Virginia Lancaster County Museum. During the Civil War, the 9TH Virginia Co. D was made up of troopers from the Northern Neck of Virginia. The modern day reenactment membership was also for the most part from the same region of Virginia.

The demand for Federal cavalry troopers on the field to counter the very large CS impression of cavalry started the unit on a slow change from predominately CS to US. Operating more often as the 2ND US Cavalry brought about the affiliation with the US 2ND Corps. The relationship with the 2ND Corps continued the unit trend towards a primary Federal identity. Membership continued to grow from the original 6 troopers to 14.

The Wilderness event in 1996 was the turning point for unit growth. The membership grew from about 14 members to 26 mounted cavalry troopers. The new members were strongly in favor of a Federal impression and thus the final turn to major recognition as the 2ND US Cavalry Co. A. The unit continued to improve in ability and maturity. Groups such as the National Regiment, Mifflin Guard, United States Volunteers (USV) and the 2ND Corps called upon the 2ND US to act as their cavalry command in the field.

The 2ND Corps infantry began to dissolve in 1996. As a result, a strong association with the USV began to form. Official USV affiliation was attained in January 1997. The 2ND US Cavalry Co. A was invited to start supporting several National Park Service living history programs and continues to do so today. Major reenactment event hosts often invite the unit to act as the lead cavalry command on the field. In January 1999, the unit led the way in establishing a consolidated cavalry battalion within the USV. A total of 188 cavalrymen formed the USV Cavalry Battalion.

Today the unit continues to grow and the current membership has formed a tight teamwork philosophy. Through the extraordinary group effort and the pride developed in belonging to the 2ND US Cavalry Co. A, a small group of cavalrymen have developed into one of the largest and most capable Federal cavalry units in the mid-Atlantic region.

